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n^HE univerfal fatisfaction which the 
■ Letters of Mifs Rhodes, publifhed 
in the fourth Volume of thefe Tranf- 
a&ions, on the breeding and manage- 
ment of Silk Worms in England, have 
given, plainly mews how much ^he 
publick wifh to fee thjat defirable end 
accomplished j and as the Society have 
been favoured with fome further ob- 
fervations, on this head, by the fame 
ingenious and attentive lady, as well 
as by the Rev. Mr. Swaine, of Puckle- 
church, near Briftol, whofe judicious 
remarks on this fubjecl, are contained 
jn the following Letters, there is every 

reafon 
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reafon to hope, the Time is not far 
diftant, when, by plantations of Mul- 
berry-trees, being made, and the ma- 
nagement of the Worms carefully at- 
tended to, our manufacturers may be, 
in a great meafure, fupplied with Silk 
the produce of this country, and em- 
ployment furnifhed to many poor in the 
younger part of their lives ; by which 
habits of induftry will fpread among 
them, to the general advantage of the 
kingdom ; and the common complaint 
of the want of proper employment for 
young women, and children, be in a 
great meafure obviated. 

The thanks of the Society were given 
to Mi£s Rhodes, and to the Reverend 
Mr. Swaine, for thefe Communications. 
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17 QU ALLY influenced by your requeft, 
"*""' and the recollection of my own 
promife, I again renew the ta(k on which 
the Society has beftowed fuch an high 
degree of attention, and approbation: 
And although in the profecution of my 
fcheme, I have experienced difappoint- 
ments which effectually exclude me from 
the prize my ambition led to, I cannot 
think myfelf totally unfortunate, fince 
thofe very difappointments may fupply 
the moft ufeful hints to others, and, how- 
ever paradoxical it may appear, are fo 
many new proofs of the practicability 
of my plan. 

I congratulate myfelf on your having 
feen my manufactory laft fummer, as 
you can witnefs the number of Silk Worms 

I 
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I fed. I had calculated that thirty thou- 
fand would produce me about five pounds 
of Silk, and at the time you faw them; 
I had many more than that number. 
They were extremely healthy, and fup- 
plied plentifully with food by the ge- 
nerous exertions of my friends, who* 
with unexampled kindnefs, fent me frefh. 
leaves daily, although fome of them re- 
fided at the diftance of fifteen, and 
twenty miles from me. 

About the beginning of July, the 
Worms had attained their full growth, 
and arrived at that flate of beautiful 
tranfparency which predicts their difpo- 
fition to fpin : But at this crifis, a chil- 
ling north eaft wind fet in, and we felt 
a degree of cold little fhort of fome of 
the fevere winter months. Such aft un- 
common feafon had never been remem- 
bered here, and its baneful effects were 

vifibly 
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vifibly difplayed on my little family. 
All thofe that were ready to fpin became 
of fuch an icy coldnefs, that it was fcarcely 
poffible to bear them on the hand : They 
made fome feeble efforts to eject the thread 
from their mouths, but in vain, for they 
ftirunk into their chryfalis ftate, without 
being able to form even the Web, which 
inclofes the Cone. This was equally new 
and alarming to me, and I watched them 
with the moft anxious attention. The 
principle of life was vifible in them as in 
the chryfalis's which had fpun. That 
this change was the efFect of cold, I had 
no doubt ; but I wifhed to difcover how 
that effecT: was produced, and this I could 
only do by opening fome of them. On 
examination, I found that the glutinous 
matter which forms the Silk, was become 
fo highly congealed by the cold, that it 
refembled a ftrong tendon, both in ap- 
pearance, and tenacity; whereas I had 

ever 
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ever found it to be perfectly fluid in thofe 
Worms which were employed in fpinning. 

My diftrefs encreafed hourly, for thou- 
fands went off thus every day. It was 
fufficiently obvious that the making of 
fires would remedy the evil; but they 
were unfortunately fituated over a range 
of warehoufes, which rendered that, not 
only dangerous, but impoffible. To re- 
move fuch numbers into the houfe, was 
equally impracticable ; but alas ! they 
were foon fufficiently reduced for me to 
adopt that plan, and in one of the coldefl 
days I almoft ever felt, with the affif- 
tance of feveral of my friends, I re- 
moved them to their former apartment. 
Here I kept large and conftant fires, and 
the Worms as they arrived at maturity, 
purfued their induftrious occupations with 
alacrity. 

From 
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From this you will perceive Sir, that 
cold, though it impedes their growth, 
does not effentially injure the Worms, 
until they arrive at the ftate for fpin- 
ningj and that then, a certain degree of 
heat is requifite to render the Silk fuf- 
ii'ciently fluid, for them to eject it with 
eafe. If I could have made fires at firft, 
I am perfuaded that the dreadful havoc 
would have been prevented; and thofe 
who rear them for profit, may readily 
.conftruct places, where an artificial heat 
may counteract the effects of an uncom- 
mon feafon, and prevent fuch a calamity. 

Although the whole fummer was with 
us, unufually cold, I loft none until the 
time I have mentioned: but thofe which 
I preferved, by a removal into the houfe, 
were comparatively few indeed I not more 
than five or fix thoufand. 



K 
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I well know that the generality of 
the world, form their opinions of the 
expediency of fuch an attempt as this, by 
its eventual fuccefs: But furely my failure 
may be compared to that of the poor 
farmer, who beholds with delight, a 
plenteous crop bending for the fickle, 
which by a fad reverfe, a fucceflion of 
defcending torrents deftroys; and who 
neverthelefs renews his toil of culture, 
with better hopes from the fucceeding 
year. True it is that in one inftance we 
differ materially, for he has no fecurity 
againft another bad feafon, whilft an ar- 
tificial arrangement can to me, diftribute 
a fufficient degree of warmth. The effort 
I made this year, if fuccefsful, would 
have been final: I rauft now perfevere 
two or three years longer, for I have re- 
folved not to relinquiih my defign until 
I have obtained the quantity of Silk ne- 
ceflary for a drefs. This was originally 

my 
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my fole motive, but. I have the pleafure 
of thinking, that I have abundantly 
eftablifhed the following facts. 

Firft, That the management of the 
Silk Worm, is by no means difficult, the 
principle objection having been obviated, 
by the difcovery, that they may be fup- 
ported fo long a time, oh an indigenous 
plant, which may be procured in all 
fituations. 

Second, That our climate fupplies a 
fufficient degree of warmth to bring the 
Silk .to the higheft perfection, unlefs in 
very extraordinary feafons, which may 
be guarded againfr. by the conftruction of 
fire-places. 

Third, And that the profits which 

arife from the manufacturing of Silk, 

are immenfely advantageous, one fourth 

R 2 part 
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part of the price of the Silk being adjudged 
enough to defray the whole expenfes, 
I know of few circumftances which 
would gratify me fo much, as the hav- 
ing been the means of promoting the 
eftablifhment of a Silk Manufactory on 
a large fcale. 

There was a Patent granted by George 
the firft, for the encouragement of one ; 
and two thoufand Mulberry-trees, were 
actually planted at Chelfea for that pur- 
pofe: how it mifcarried I have not learnt j 
but many of the trees, mull certainly re- 
main, therefore that would be the fpot 
beft calculated for the trial. For this 
circumftance, 1 am indebted to a very in- 
genious Eflay on the Silk Worm, pub- 
lished by Henry Barham, Efq. in the' 
year 1719, which abounds with the moll 
ufeful information I have yet met with on 
the fubjecl ; and in which, my opinion of 

the 
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the prodigious profits, and certain fuc- 
cefs, that would attend the eftabliftiment 
of the Silk Manufactory in England, 
is moft amply and inconteftibly fup- 
ported. 

I am, Sir, 

Your moft obedient humble fervant, 

Henrietta Rhodes. 



Cann Hall, Bridgnorth, 
Dec. 38, 1786* 

Mr More. 
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SIR, 

I Have juft now perufed the fourth 
Volume of the Tranfactions of your 
patriotic Society, and it is with inex- 
preffible fatisfaction, I obferve the rapid 
progrefs towards perfection which the 
Arts and Manufactures of this country 
are daily making under their aufpicious 
patronage. What I am particularly pleaf- 
ed with in the Volume I have juft read, 
is, .the attention ftill continued to, and 
the . encreafing proofs of the practicability 
of the railing of Silk in this Ifland. The 
elegant letters of Mifs Henrietta Rhodes, 
inferted therein, have induced me to 
fend you the following remarks, toge- 
ther with the fpecimen of Silk, inclofed 
in the fame cover; thefe however, are by, 
no means intended as candidates for a 
diftin&ion fimilar to that wherewith the 

letters 
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letters of that ingenious young lady have! 
been moll defervedly honoured by the 
Society, (as I am confcious they have no 
pretentions of this kind) or in the light 
of rivalfhip ; but merely to corroborate 
the teftimony there adduced, that the 
production of merchantable Silk from 
Worms fed in this Ifland, is not only 
practicable, but that there would be al- 
moft a certainty of a manufactory of that 
kind fucceedingj were there a fufficiency 
of proper food eafily procurable for the 
Worms which produce, it. That food 
I am confident will never be foUnd in the 
leaves of any other tree, or plant, than 
thofe of the Mulberry, For although 
Silk Worms will feed on the leaves of 
Lettuces, and will fometinaes fpin their 
web, and go through their feveral meta* 
morphofis without any other food, when 
they have been accuflomed to that from 
their firft eXclufion from the eggs ; yet 
K 4 they 
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they will never thrive fo well, become fo 
large, or fpin a web either fo good in 
quality, or (o abundant in quality, as 
when they have been fed during their 
whole exiftence in the larva ftate, on 
their natural food Mulberry-leaves. And 
fuppofing the leaves of lettuces to be 
an equally proper food for them, yet 
the great extent of land neceffary for 
the growth of lettuces fufficient for the 
confumption of any considerable number 
of Worms, muft furely render ineffectual 
every attempt to raife Silk upon that 
phm. 

In the Society's fecond Volume we 
have an account of a very ample reward 
bellowed on a Mrs. Williams, ofGravef- 
end, for her communications on the fub- 
jedr. of Silk Worms, chiefly tending to 
mew that a fubftitute for Mulberry-leaves 
had been difcovered. I have tried moflr 

of 
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of thofe plants recommended by her, and 
feveral others, without the fmalleft ap- 
pearance of fuccefs. The Worms would 
fometimes eat them, but whenever they 
did, it always proved prejudicial to them, 
and generally deftructive. 

In the valuable Paper fubjoined to 
Mrs. Williams's Letters, written by the 
honourable Daines Barrington,, it is hint- 
ed that a fuccedaneum for Mulberry- 
leaves might be difcovered by examin- 
ing what infects, in this country, feed 
upon the Mulberry, in common with 
other plants ; prefuming from thence, if 
any mould be found, that thofe plants 
would refemble each other in their fla- 
vour and nutritive qualities. Could any 
infects be found in the circumftances before 
mentioned, it might poffibly lead to fuch 
a difcovery. But your correfpondent Mifs 
Rhodes, has remarked (and I have my- 

felf 
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felf noticed the fame) that no indigenous 
infecT: of this country preys on the leaves 
of the Mulberry; not even the race of 
Aphides, thofe almoft univerfal plunderers* 

As a farther direction to a refcarch of 
this kind, the obfervation of Botanifts 
may be adduced, that plants of the fame 
natural clafs and order have a near re* 
femblance in their virtues and qualities. 
This clue would lead us to only a few 
plants of the native growth of this Ifland * 
which fland in the above degrees of af- 
finity to the Mulberry: And thefe are, 
the Nettle, the Box-tree, the Birch- tree, 
and the Alder. The moll likely of thefe 
I fhould fufpecT: would be the Birch: 
for I have not tried either of them, nei* 
ther do I recommend the experiment to 
others -, as I think all experiments with a 
?iew to procure a fubftitute for the Mul* 
berry quite unneceffary* For what ne^ 

ceffity 
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ceflity can there be for ranging in quell 
of other food, when the Mulberry-tree it- 
felf, the acknowledged proper and natural 
food of thefe infedts, will thrive and prof- 
per in this country as well as moft other 
trees. In very poor foils indeed they grow 
fparingly. But in foils tolerably rich, 
either thofe that are naturally fo, or en- 
riched by art, they vegetate with all the 
luxuriance that can be wifhed. I at pre- 
fent know the owner of two Mulberry- 
trees, which have not been planted more 
than fifteen or fixteen years from the 
layers, which, in my opinion, would 
each of them have maintained for thefe 
two or three years paft, near three thou- 
sand Worms in a feafon. 

The chief reafon alledged for the ne- 
ceffity of finding out a fubftitute for 
Mulberry leaves, is, that thefe leaves are 
not produced early enough in this climate 

to 
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to become the food of the infant Worms* 
It is well known, that the leaves of the 
Mulberry-tree, feldom begin to unfold 
themfelves before the latter end of May, 
or the beginning of June. It is likewife 
a matter of notoriety, that thofe few Silk 
Worms, which have as yet been bred in 
this Ifland, have moftly been hatched by 
the . beginning of May, or even earlier. 
From hence there has been fuppofed a 
neceifity for providing fome more early 
vegetating plant for their food, before the 
leaves of that tree are ready for them.; 
That no fuch neceflity exifts, is to me 
very apparent. Is it not natural to con- 
clude, that the conftitution of the air, 
refpecting warmth, fhould at one and the 
fame time expand the leaf, and protrude 
the infect which was intended by all- wife 
providence to inhabit and feed on that leaf? 
This, we may obferve is the conftant 
courfe of nature, with refpecl to all other 

infects 
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infects and their food. We have every 
jeafon to fuppofe that this is the cafe 
with the Silk Worms, and the Mulberry- 
Jeaves, in thofe countries where both are 
indigenous : And I have not the fhadow 
of a doubt that this effeel: would na- 
turally and invariably obtain as well in 
this climate as any Other, did not human 
imprudence interpofe to prevent it* and 
art obftrucT: the intention of nature. The 
eggs of Silk Worms, have in this country, 
been generally confjgned to-- the care of 
young people, and chiefly thofe of the fe- 
male fex. They have been preferved in 
Bureaus, and chefts of drawers, in rooms 
where fires have been conftantly kept 
during the winter feafon. In the fpring, 
as foon as the influence of the fun began 
to be powerful, the eagernefs of youth- 
ful curiofity, has caufed them to be re- 
moved to. windows, where the fun ex- 
erted its full power : and in this fituation 

they 
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they have been generally forced into ex- 
iftence, within a few hours, in a feafon, 
when the temperature of the air was unfit 
for them, and when their proper food 
could not be procured. 

One of your late correfpondents on this 
fubjecl:, Mrs. Williams, has proved that 
the hatching of the eggs may be accele- 
rated, and has averred, that it is even 
poflible to hatch them in the midft of 
winter: The other, Mifs Rhodes, has 
experienced that it may be retarded beyond 
the ufual time, fince in her fecond letter, 
dated the 24th of Auguft, 1785, Ihe in- 
forms you, that her Silk Worms eggs, in 
that year, were not hatched until the fe- 
cond of June, and not even then, without 
being placed in the funlhine. I have 
this feafon retarded it longer, until the 
middle of June ; when likewife it was 
efFe&ed, by expofing the eggs to the vi- 
vifying 
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yifying influence of that great fource of 
life and light. There cannot then, I think, 
be the leaft doubt that the eggs of Silk 
Worms may be hatched at almoft any 
time. And I mould recommend it to 
every perfon who fhall hereafter engage; 
in the bufinefs of breeding thefe Worms, 
unlefs it be for mere amufement, to take 
care that this effecT: does not take place 
until the Mulberry-tree is nearly in full 
leaf. 

There are three reafons which appear 
to me of great weight for recommending 
the full foliation of the Mulberry-tree, 
as the regulator in this matter. The firft 
is, that there may be a fufficient ftore of 
their natural food ready for the young 
Worms, as foon as they come forth from 
the eggs, which will preclude all neceffity 
for feeking after other food. A fecond is^ 
that ,thefe Worms being originally natives 

of 
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of a warm climate, may be fure to be 
brought to life when the air is of a tern-, 
perature congenial, and agreeable to them j 
lince it is a general obfervation among 
gardeners, that when the Mulberry-tree 
begins to expand its foliage, it is a cer- 
tain fign of the near approach of fine, 
warm, fettled weather. A third reafon 
is, that the Mulberry-trees may be per- 
mitted to put forth a good quantity of 
leaves before any of them are plucked, 
that fo they may not fuffer fo much in 
health from that operation, as they other- 
wife would do, and may be equal to the 
fupport of a much larger flock of infedts. 
For it is certain, that the leaves are as 
neceffary to the life of a vegetable, as the 
fkin or the lungs are to that of an animal. 
If therefore moft of the young leaves are 
immediately cropped off, as foon as they 
are put forth, the confequence undoubt- 
edly will be, that the tree will be fo weak- 
ened 
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ened and retarded in putting forth its, 
leaves, that it will not produce near the 
quaqtity it would otherwife have done, 
and if this ufage be often repeated, will 
inevitably be deftroyed. To this laft men- 
tioned circumftarice I impute it, that the 
tender heart of your fair Shropfhire cor- 
fefpondent fuffered thofe mortifying ap- 
prehenfions which me has fo feelingly 
defcribed in her firft letter; page 150, of 
^rour late publication; and that fo con- 
siderable a number as twelve large Mul- 
berry-trees were fcarcely adequate to the 
maintenance of 1 ten thoufand Worms. 

If what I have aflerted in the begin- 
ning of this letter be a fact, that no 
other vegetable can ever be fubftituted, 
with advantage, as the food of Silk Worms; 
it will follow, that before any attempt to 
breed them upon an extenfive plan can 
fucceed, it is abfolutely neceffary that the 
L Mulberry- 
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Mulbef ry-trces mould become much more 
numerous than they ar.e at prefent. Of 
this the Society, it mould feem, have long 
been convinced ; fince they have, through 
a fucce*ffion of years, proffered rewards 
for increafing their number ; but hitherto, 
I believe without fuccefs. 

From the premiums No. 40, and 41, 
in the clafs of Agriculture, as they now 
ftand in the laft Volume, I was led to 
apprehend, that the Society had given 
up the matter in defpair ; and that thofe 
premiums were intended to be difcon- 
tinued. I hope my apprehenfions will 
prove groundlefs; and to have been oc- 
cafioned merely by typographical error. 

If it would not fubjecT: me to the impu- 
tation of impertinence or prefumption, I 
would recommend it to them to multiply 
their premiums on this head, and to be 
particularly liberal in their offers. 

There 
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There are three modes of railing Mul- 
berry-trees, to which we are directed by 
Nurfery-men. The railing them from 
layers, from feed, and from cuttings* 
The chief method now in practice for thofe 
few trees there is a demand for, is by 
layers. But this is fuppofed to be an in- 
efficient mode, where great numbers are 
wanting. And yet Elm-trees, which are 
planted in fuch numbers in this country, 
are chiefly propagated by this method. 
The mode of railing them from feed, is 
not only tedious but uncertain ; as the feed 
feldom ripens fufficiently in this climate, 
and the dependance on foreign feeds of 
any kind is extremely precarious. 'The 
late premiums of the Society have refpected 
only the laft method, namely, that of raif- 
ing them from cuttings : This would be 
doubtlefs, the molt advifeable method for 
railing a large number of trees in a lhort 
time, provided the cuttings of the Mul- 

L % berry- 
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berry-tree could be made to take root as 
readily as the cuttings of Willow, Poplar, 
sffuTfome other trees. This however is 
not the cafe, for with the greateft care 
many of thefe cuttings will not grow, un- 
lefs affifted by artificial heat. 

I have taken notice, that whenever the 
branches of a Fig-tree have been fome 
time inclofed in the fhreds, by which 
they are ufually tacked to the wall after 
pruning, abundance of budding roots are 
generally put forth. From hence I fur- 
mifed, that cuttings of any- trees might 
probably be prepared for taking root more 
certainly and expeditioufly, by tying a 
flired of old woolen cloth or.fuch like fub- 
ftance, pretty tight round every fhoot 
that is intended for a cutting, as foon in 
the fummer as it has made any confider- 
able progress, at the place where it iffued 
from the lair, year's bud, I tried this ex- 
periment 
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periment laft feafon, on fome cuttings of 
the Arbor Vitse, and the Althaea, the cut- 
tings of which fhrubs, are known to take 
root in the common method with great 
difficulty. And though thefe did not 
fucceed agreeably to my fanguine expec- 
tations, yet I am very unwilling to think 
this experiment, decifive. May not fome 
fubftance be difcovered which would more 
powerfully folicit the incipient roots, than 
that which I have tried? What would 
attract the moifture of the air, and at the 
fame time be void of caufticity, or other 
corroding or injurious quality, I mould 
imagine would be moft likely to have 
this effecT:, if any fuch could be found. 

Perhaps the following proffer (provided 
the Society's fund was equal to it ; which 
from the very numerous and refpe&able 
lift of members I have no doubt of) might 
Jiave very beneficial confequences in re- 
L 3 fpecl: 
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fpecT: to this objedr., the fpeedy increafe of 
Mulberry-trees. To any perfon who 
in the year — — fhall plant, or caufe to 
be planted in any one parifh, townfhip, 
or place, any number of Mulberry- trees, 
not lefs than fifty, of the height of three 
feet or upwards, in places well fecured, 
and not within the diftance of eighteen 
feet from each other, the fum of five 
guineas ; to the perfon who fhall fo plant, 
or caufe to be planted the greateft number, 
the Gold Medal in addition ; to the fe- 
cond greateft number, the Silver Medal 
in addition. Claims with certificates to 
befent in immediately after planting; and 
other certificates to be fent, that the plants 
are in a growing condition two years af- 
terwards, when the claimants fhould be 
entitled to the rewards. And any perfon 
to have the liberty of claiming, the pecu- 
niary part of the above premium toties, 

until 
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until the Society mould think fit to dis- 
continue it*. 

This, I mould think, would Simulate 
Gardeners and Nurfery-men, to raife great 
quantities of thefe trees to plant them out 
for people in gardens, orchards, &c. at a 
low price; or even, if they could not 
get purchafers, to plant them gratis. The 
obtaining of Mulberry- trees, I look upon 
as the firft and grand object. In the Scar- 
city of thefe, lies the great ftumbiing- 
block, and whenever this fhall be effectu- 
ally removed, I am confident that the 
raifing of Silk in this country, will be no 
difficult talk. 

The fpecimen of Silk, herewith fent, 
contains fix fmall fkeins, each of them 
the whole length of the web (except the 
wafte Silk firft taken off, and a very little 

L 4 left 

* In the premiums off-Ted this vear. it will be Teen what 
atuntion has been paid by *ht Society, to the hints given 
above. 
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left furrounding the Aurelias) of a dozen, 
Worms reeled off together. The bit qf 
paper rolled round a part of each fkein, was 
fet as a mark to find the extremities, and 
to prevent all entanglement. They are 
fent in this detached manner, that the 
Society may, if they pleafe, fatisfy them- 
felves as to trie length, by cauflng an 
actual meafurement of each fkein or thread^ 
to be taken. Whether either of them 
will equal the length of the Spinning, mea- 
fured by Mifs Rhodes ; I much doubt. 
The coccoons were reeled off in hot water, 
wherein a little Gum Senegal, had been 
diflblved. I have reafon to think, that the 
young lady juft mentioned, has been mis- 
informed refpecting the gum being the 
criterion whereby to judge of the good- 
nefs of Silk ; fince I have been allured by 
a very intelligent Silk- thro wfter, that the 
gum, fo apparent in the bales of Silk im- 
ported from abroad, is not the natural 
production of the Silk-worm, but chiefly 

the 
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the addition of art: and that the Silk 
when received, is oftentimes fo highly 
ftiffened, that the workmen are obliged to 
difcharge much of the gum, by diluting 
it in water, before they can reel the Silk 
pff from the fkein, or manufacture it in 
any way whatever. I have tried the expe- 
riment of reeling off the coccoons in boil- 
ing water; it has a good effect in dif- 
folving the natural gluten, which caufes 
the web to part more freely ; but I was 
never fo fortunate as to find the lives of 
the infects preferved after patting through 
this fevere ordeal. The moft troublefome 
office in the bufinefs of breeding Silk 
Worms, is the cleaning them. This in 
the common mode, is a tedious and dis- 
agreeable talk, as well as incommodious, 
if not injurious, to the Worms. Mifs 
Rhodes did not think this operation ne- 
cefTary oftener than pnce a week. It has 
appeared to me to be abfolutely neceffary 

to 
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to the health of the infects, when they 
are full grown, or nearly fo, that it 
mould be performed at leaft once a day. 
I have the idea of a fimple apparatus, 
whereby I imagine this obftacie will be 
totally removed, as well as fome other 
inconveniences, which I mean to get re- 
alized before the next breeding feafon. 
Should it pleafe me fo well when reduced 
to practice, as it does at prefent in theory, 
I mail take the liberty to fend you either 
a Model or Defcription of it. 

I am, Sir, 

Your moft obedient humble fervant, 



G. Swayne. 



Pucklecburch, near Brijlol. 
Oct. 15, 1786. 

Mr More. 



IN 
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IN the fourth Volume of the Society's 
Tranfactions, mention has been made 
of the Seeds of a very large kind of 
Hemp, having been fent to the Society, 
from the Honourable Eaft India Com- 
pany, and fome accounts given of the 
culture of the Plant; See Vol. 4. 
Page 32, &c. 

Although thefe Seeds were diftributed 
to. many perfons, and the plants grew 
well, yet it does not appear that much 
attention has been paid to the pre- 
paring the Fibres, into a Hate fit for 
the purpofe of Manufactures, one fam- 
ple only, having been received, and 
that from John Wilkinfon, Efq. of 
Brofeley; it is the opinion of that 
gentleman, that, notwithstanding the 
great fize to which this fpecies of 
Hemp grows, yet, from the difficulty 

of 
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of feparating the fibrous parts, the 
great length of time required for fteep- 
jng, and the uncertainty of the feed, 
when brought from fuch a diftance as 
China, growing in this climate, it will 
hardly ever become a matter of great 
jiational importance. 

The laft reafon feems to have consider- 
able weight, for the Hemp Seed, faid 
in Vol. 4. Page 242, to be prefented 
to the Society, by the directors of the 
Eafl India Company, has been found, 
on repeated trials, not to be in a ftate 
proper for vegetating. 

Another Material, under the name of 
Hemp in the rough ftate from China, 
has alfo been received from the Eaft 
India Company ; of this, trials have 
been made, by an experienced work- 
man, and it appeared, by famples pro- 
duced, 



MANUFACTURES. 173 

duced, that the Hemp dreffed, the 
thread, the cloth and the Ropes ma- 
nufactured from it, are excellent of 
their kinds, and if this Hemp can be 
imported at a price for the market, 
it feems likely to anfwer many valuable 
purpofes. 

Thefe Samples, which are now referved 
in the Society's Repofitory, were fent 
to the Court of Directors of the Eaft 
India Company, for their infpection ; 
and in anfwer to the requeft of the 
Society, " That the court would inform 
them, if they thought it not improper, 
at what price this kind of Hemp could 
be imported into England?" the fol- 
lowing letter was received. 



S I R, 
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S I R, 

XT' OUR letter of the 23d of Novembef 
"*• laft, having been laid before the 
Committee of Warehoufes of the Eaft 
India Company, I am directed to re- 
queft you will be pleafed to exprefs to 
the Society, the Committee's thanks for 
the information contained therein refpec- 
ting the Hemp from China, 

Agreeable to your requeft, I return 
you the famples manufactured therewith, 
and have further to communicate, that 
the Company not being in poffeffion of 
the price of the faid Hemp in China, 
they have given directions to their Su- 
pra Cargos there, to furnifh that infor- 
mation, which when received, mall be 
tranfmitted to the Society; but I am to 

add* 
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add, there is very little probability of its 
being imported into England with any 
advantage, owing to the very high rate 
of freight from China. 

I am, Sir, 

Your moll obedient humble fervant, 

Thomas Morton. 

Eqjl India Houfe, 
Jan. 3, 1787. 

Mr More. 



The 



i 7 6 MANUFACTURES. 



The many important ufes to which Hemp 
is applied, and the very great price of 
that article at prefent, render the con- 
fideration of obtaining a proper fupply 
of it, an object of the firft importance; 
and in order fully to afcertain the value 
of this Material from China.in our 
Manufactures, fome of it has been fent, 
by the Society, to a principle Manu- 
facturer of Sail Cloth, whofe fentiments 
thereon will be laid before the public 
at fome future period. 



